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jw, PR E F AC E. , 

tbeprimitvoe Fathers are no better than 
Entliufiafm, Cheat and Impofture ; 
then we are deprived of our Evidence 
for the Truth of the Gofpel-Miracles^ 
and Chriftianity may be calied in quef- 
iion, >....:* 

On the other handy Sceptics and Un- 
' believers were in great Hdpie that jbe 
DoBor would be able to perform <u^at 
he had promifed \ and thai if He could 
prove all Miracles after the Days of the 
j^ofiles to be ImpofitioJi and Delufon ; 
it would not be very difficult bypurfuing 
Ins- Argument to prwe the Miracles 'of 
Chrift and his Apoftles to be the EffiSl 
^ Jewifh Fraud and Superftition ; or, 
at leafty to fiew that there is nofuffi- 
ciertt Evidence of the Reality. of themy 
or reaf on' to believe them^ after all the 
ancient Teftimonies were difcredited by 
the JDoBor^ and their Evidence fhewn 
not to be taken for any.Miracle,: 

But the DoElor has^ as I expeSied^ 
difappointed both Parties ; for he has 
thoroughly eafed the former of tksir 

Fears '^ 



PREFACE. V 

* Meah V atujt'ms hu^t tffeGdufe of Un- 
. ' believers niuch tnoH. w4^ *^?r" ' »^^ m- 
/^^^fl?. i'iv* if a Man of- his AbiMes 
after a hng and diligent ^^nquiry to 
find Muti^'Jor \ Af^uSh^ts againft 
"the -'Xefttniony of ^ the prifttitive Pa- 
. theriy hits ' pot ^beeh able to find:^fo 
' miich \t Ground' f6r the iedff Siifpicion 
'/ of Fr^ud or'^Dklu^ok iH jtfieir ^Evidence 
. in\dhy'oneI^lanCe\'h'i^^akftr^ngthned 
' iT^ead cf, ^Ifl^ing their Teft^ny and 
" AttefiatioHiforS)^^ Triiih of 'the Mi- 
racles wrought byChriffihrts'in their 
Days, And fince the DoSlor has per- 
formed nothing of what hepromifedy the 
UnbelieoiTS rtnuft defpair of any other 
bang able to do mdiat he promifedy but 
cannot do. How the DoBor has dif- 
played* his JLearningy , Abilities y and 
Strength of Reafonmgy and Love of 
Truth y thefollowing Remarks willjhew ; 
which are wrote with the honeft Defign 
of defending with Truth the Reputation 
,_.of..tpe,prif^tive Martyrs andConfef- 
" 'fors'y dnd'jbewing there is no Reafon to 
fufpeSi the Truth of their Evidence in 

Atteftation 



IV P R E F A C |E. 

xontinmlintbe Qkn^cb apiN^tbe Dps 

marhy 'mkethef \theX>66ior^ bus ilferved 

•feigo? >pyfn ^^tibr ? .cijpip\r©fe|li: 
quid eQJm J^l^pro 'jQi^,^ut yeiitas in 
omni quaeftione expKcet^ir.? Cic.Tufc, 
.^<^. n\. Chap. 20. ^fo.fpbfcbi add 
from, the fame Author (ikid.)(^6, verba 
s^udi^^ . cum lu£^a ^4^^^ ^ 
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tt E fearrtcd Dr, Middiefon oB- 
Ibrves righriy, p. 2, 3, of his En- 
quiry, that SuGemens, Ignatiut^ 
Polycarp^ &c. make no menticm 
in their Epiftles wrote to fe- 
Veral Churches of their being 

fofleiiJed with any miraculous feifts, or ^ any 
^ower of working Miracles refiding ftiU 
apiong them for the Converfion of the 
fifeathen Worfd ; whence he concludes, p. 9. 
. T'baf . tiere is the firongeji Reafon to prefume, 

fhnt 



tbut the exiraordinary Gifts of Ibe^^}^^ 
wererhy this time aSiually mtbdranan. This 
: looks fomcwhat plaufible, .but : there is realty 
nothing in it The Epifllcs ©f thcfe Apofto- 
lic Writers contain only Exhortations :tp the 
Excrcife of all Chriftian Virtues, cfpccially 
thofe of Charity, Peace and Unity, and tb 
, i^erfeverance in the Chriftian Frbfdlidn with' 
Faith' and Truft in God t-hrough Chrifl:,. in. 
Times of Perfecution. The Occafions of thefc 
Epiftlcs fhew, that thofe to whom they were 
wrote wanted not to be reminded of the Mi- 
racles wrought by Oirift: and his 'Ajpoftlcs', and 
thofe who after them propagated tne Chrifliian 
Religion in thofe Places whete Churches were 
^ planted ; but of the great Duties belonging to 
them as Chriftians, to obey .the Laws of Chrift 
above and before all things, to take the Ad- 
^rice of theit fpiritual Teachers and Governors, 
and to be. diredled by them according to the 
Ordinances of the Apoftles, to preferve Peace, 
Unity and Chriftian Charity among ' them- 
felves, to avoid Diviifions and Breach of bro- 
therly Love, and by fervent 2ealc.iar^t|ap 
Truth of Chrift, by Piety and Holinefs of 
Life, be an Example to Unbelievers, and Ijc 
ready by Patience and Stedfaftnefs in thtir Faith 
to fuffer the greateft Evils of Life and Death 
irfelf, for the Glory of God and the Truth of 
the Gofpel \Thefe are the.great Sub^efts of 
thefc Epiftles ; in which there - is nothineg 
which implies, that the Gift of Miracles was 
withdrawn frpm the Church, or that it did 

not continue to be exercifed. And on tl^e 
3 ^ . ^^u^^y 
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cShtraty, that it did continue, l&ufibius, wild 
Jhad read l:bc Writings of many of the Dif- 
ciplcg of the ApofUes Who immediately fuc-^ 
ceedcd them in preaching the Gofpel and 
planting of Chriftian Churches, affures us. 
St, Johtt himfelf lived to the time of Trajan's 
Reiga and the End of the firft Century. Po-^ 
lycafp was made Bi(hop of Smyrna before the 
death of St» John ; and a fignal Miracle %vas 
Wrought at his Martyrdom many Years after* 
The Dodor could Vioi avoid taking notice of 
It, though at a great Diftance, p. 124, 125. 
The Miracle was this ; That when Polycarp 
was tied to a Stake in order to be burnt, and 
the Wood which was piled all round him 
was fct on fire by the Executioner, and the 
jPlam^ began to blaze to a great height, inftead 
of feixing upon hia Body, and confuming it 
immediately, as it naturally would have done^ 
the Flame forayed an Arcb^ which encom^ 
paiTed the Body of the Martyr, as in a Circle | 
aiid he ftood in the midft of it without being 
hurt or his Fle(h burnt : Having thus conti* 
nued fior a long time (while thoufands, Jews 
ahd Pagans^ as well as Chrifcians, were Speo» 
tators of the great Miracle) when the Fire 
:was almoft fpent, and they (aw that his Body 
could not be coniumed by it, they com* 
manded the Executioner to thruft his Sword 
or Dagger into him, which he did to the Hilr, 
and fo put an end to his Life. This is the 
Account of the Miracle which was wrote and 
pablifhed foon after the Martyrdom of Poly-^ 
carp by the Church of Smyrna^ of which he 
B was 
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was B.fliop : And fo the Authority of it catt-« 
ti6t be called in qiieftion, nor ddes the Doc- 
tor difpute it. Here he leaves us in Poileffion 
df this Miracle, as great and wonderful as any 
recorded in the Chriftian Church. That Fire 
fhould lofe its Power of burning the Body 
encircled by it, could be owing to nothing but 
the Power of God interpoiing. The Dodtor 
here only adds to Eufebius's Account, a Fable 
of a Dove taming out of the Martyr^s Body 
from the Wound mack by the Executioner's 
Sword or Dagger. This corrupt Addition to 
the genuine, an^ original Relation of Eufebiu^^ 
whofe Account was followed by Ruffinus and 
Nicephorus, the Dodor has inferted from fomc 
later Z/tf//« MSS. in which the forging Hand o( 
Papery Js plainly vifible; yet the Doctor prefers 
this ridiculous Account to that of the oideKl 
and more gcriuine Copies. This is not like a 
Scholar or a Critic; and iodeed I am inclined 
to think he himfelf would not have alledged 
it, but that he thought it. wou^ make the 
Miracle fufpefted, and eafier to be confuted. 
How hp confutes it, we find; p. 220, where 
what he fays is as extraordinary for Weaknefs 
and Credulity, as any thing he has or can d- 
ledge from the Primitive Fathers. For fear 
the Narration of this Miracle (houldhurt the 
Hiftory of the Gofpels, which is an Hiftory 
of Miracles (and therefore muft be aifeded by 
a Rejection of the beft attefted Miracles) he 
diftinguiflies bistwcen the Relation of the Fadt 
of the Martyrdom, and the Miracle faid to 
attend it ; though both were equally the Ob- 

..... jcdts 
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jt&s of Senfe to thoufands of People at the 
fame time, and the Fad: of the Miracle is at- 
tefted by thofe, who were prcfcnt at the 
Death of the Martyr: The Doctor therefore 
in point of Hiftory own§, TCbat be was con* 
demned to death at Smyrna, and tbere^ aSlually 
burnt at the Stake^ p. 219. But the D06I0C 
is miftaken in or mifreprefents the hiftorical 
JFa£l. The Hiftory is, that Polycarp was lied 
to a Stake, and a Fire of Wood kindled all 
/ound his Body, which was encircled in the 
Flame, bpt ,was not burnt by it. He muft 
admit this pr deny the whole Hiftory. For 
had he been burnt at a Stake, how could his 
Body have been afterward ftabbed with a Dag- 
ger in order to kill him, and fuch a Quantity 
of Blood run out of the Wound, as to put out 
the Fire ? This is the Fad. Polycarp iheii 
was not burnt at a Stake, but his Body, tho* 
iixed to a Stake in the Middle of a Fire, which 
flamed all round it, continued unhurt and un- 
confumed, till the Jews and Pagans^ who had 
brought him to the Stake, feeing the Fire 
could. not burn him, and was almoft confumed, 
called on the Executioner to difpatch him with 
his Sword, which he immediately plunged 
up to the Kilt into his Body, out of which 
fuch a Quantity of Blood iflued, as cxtinguifh'd 
the Fire, The Doftor is td account for the 
Phsenomenon of the Martyr's Body being un- 
hurt or unburnt in the midft of a fierce Fire^ 
which ingrcled it in Flames. The Dodtor 
imagines, (for it is mere Imagination) that 
fhis might eaftly happen from the common EfeSls 

B 2 oj 
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tf the "wind, or fome thing at kaft fa like it^ 
as to afford matter enough to a Juperjlitious 
fancy to fupply the reji. The Dodlor then 
thinks, tnat either a cpmmon Wind, or (if 
you <:an hear it without laughing) fomething 
at leaji like it, might prcfcrve the Martyrs 
Body unhurt in the midft of a Flame of Fire* 
The Hiftory fays nothing of a Wind, or any 
thing like it. 3ut I will for once jillow the 
Doftor to raife g Wind, It muft, as thc*Caf$ 
is reprefented, be a Wind, that blew not 
from any one Point of the Compafs : For du-» 
ring this fuppofed Wind the Body was en-i 
compafled all round with Flarties: Sq the 
pcdor muft fuppofe it to be a Whirlwind, or 
Typhon, which blew from all Points, ^nd 
fuch a Wind would wrap the Flarnc round 
his Body like* a Sheet of Fire, and n^ke it 
be immediately copfumcd, inftedd of preferr- 
ing it from die Fury and Violence_of the 
Flames. This Effc& therefore could not be 
the copimon Eifeft of a Wind : natural Phi-^ 
lofophy will not bear fuch a Suppofition : but 
however, if this will not do, it wght, he 
thinks, be the Efic& of fomething like it. 
What this means, he himfdf only can cx* 
plain. If I might explain it for him, I wc^uld 
fuppofe that it was {iBi/iZfut ri GeH) the Spirit 
ot Godi which preferved the Holy Martyr's 
Body from being hurt by the Flames, which 
encompafled it : and wh^t the Dodor hai 
faid, is, I cannot but thinks neither an Argil- 
pient, or ^ny thing like it. ,He is not mote 

fortuiiate in the Story of the Pqyc JBtyin^ out 

of 
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of his Body, when pierced by a Sword, which 
he alkdges her^ again to make the Miracle 
fufpeaed, and fays, it is beyond belief. Who 
cxpe(3s, that he or any one elfe Chould believe 
an idle Fable, which is no part of the genuino 
Narration of the Martyrdom of Potycarp^ or 
the Miracle before^-mentioned which attended 
it ? In order to difcredit a real ACiracle as pub- 
lickly wrought^ and as weQ atteftedas any 
Faft could be, he will very unlike a Critic and « 
Scholar give credit to fomc later Latin MSS* in 
oppofitiontothe moft ancient GreekMS^S. which 
were in the Hands of Eufebius and others, 
find taken from the ori^al and authentic C> 
py of the Church of Smyrna. However, tp 
(hew. his good Opinion of the Chriflians, who 
. attended U)e Martyrdom of their Holy Bifliop, 
he fuppofes, fifat if a Droe ivgs really feen to 
fy out of the Wood^ wbicb was prepared to con^ 
fume bim^ tt might have heen conveyed tbitber^ 
probably by Vefgn^ in order to be let looje at a^ 
pertain Moment : as in tbe Funerals of the Ror^ 
man Efrtperors^ an Eagle was always obferved 
to fly out of the Funeral Pile^ asfoon as it be-- 
gan to blaze^ wbicb was fuppofea to convey tbe 
Soul of tbe Deceafed into Heaven^ Thus the 
Podor thinks, he has given a fair Account of 
the Dove, which might be feen to fly out of 
the Wood. But I would aik, who the)'^weK 
that could conceal a Dpve in the Pile of Wood 
made to confume the Body of Polycarp ? The 
iPagims who were the Enemies of Polycarp^ 
jmd called to have him burnt, provided the 
Wood, 9/kd Cjrdered the Fuc^ral Pile ; and 

I does 
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does the Doftor imagine, they concealed a 
Dove to be let loofe from the Pile, as foon as 
it began to blaze in Honour of the Martyr, 
and to make him be believed and worfliiped 
as a Pagan Deity? And as to the Chriftlans! 
who attended the Martyrdom, it was ipcon- 
fiftent with their Piety and Religion to have 
contrived fuch a Forgery and Cheat,' had it 
been in their Power, and they hafl had the 
•Management of the Pile : and they knew, that 
the Pradice was only defigned t6 promote 
Idolatry. 

But farther, the Doctor is very unlucky iri 
his Solution of the fuppofed poffible Fad; of 
the Z)^w, by the like Fift of the Roman 
Eagle contrivied to fly out of the Funeral Pile 
of the Emperors. ' It was eafy for' an Eagle 
prepared for the Purpofe to be Jet loofe from 
a Funeral Pile * affoon as it was kindled and 
-began to blaze : but in the prefeht Hiftory', 
the Dove (if there was one adually conceal- 
ed in the Wood) muft have been preferved 
from the Fire as miraculoufly as the Body of 
the Martyr. For the Pile had been a long 
time all in Flames, which were almoft fpent 
before the Dove is faid to fly out ; and fo by 
the Dodlor's Solution, the Fire could neither 
burn the Dove nor the Martyr ; and by this 
Conceflion we have two Miracles inftead of 
one, which is more than we defire. In 
Aort, I am forry to fay it, the Doftor's Ca- 
vils and weak Pretenfes to evade the Evidence 

** See XiphiU Eptem^ l!>io. in Auguft. p. 96. 

of 
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of a well attefted Miracle are as fufficient to 
difcredit his Teftimony in any Cafe, as any 
Thing he has alledge4 or can offer againft the 
Teftimony of any of the Prmitive Writers, 
tends to difcredit theirs. This Faft we are 
confidering is fo circumftanced, that every 
Part of the Hiftory of it before mentioned, 
SAUft ftand or fall together : and the Doftor 
muft give up the Fa^ of the Martyrdom, if 
he perfifts to deny or difpute the Fad of the 
miraculous Prefervation of the Martyr's Body 
from the Flames which had no Power over 
it. The whole Church of Smyrna was pre- 
ftnt, and' faw what was done: and. their Eyes 
gave' theih the fame AfHirance that the Body 
of their Bifhop continued unconfumed in the 
midft of the Flames which encircled it j as 
that he was tyed to a Stake, and a Fire kin- 
dled about him in order to bum him. Thou-- 
fands alfo oi Pagans and Jews who were prefent, 
and promoted the Martyrdom, faw the fame 
wondrous Sight : and after being long amazed 
to fe^ that the Fire could not burn the Mar-- 
tyr's Body 5 they were fo enraged as to call 
upon the Executioner to difpatch him with 
his Dagger. We may be furc the Fire had 
heen bulrning a confiderable Time, and, they 
found, had no EfFcft upon his Body, before 
the Executioner was ordered to ftab him ; for 
it was then grown fo weak that the Executi- 
oner could with fafety go fo near as to ftab 
him with a Dagger, and the ^lood which if- 
fued out of the Wound extingui(hed the 
Fire. 

I leave 
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1 leave it to the Rcfleaidn of cVcfy rational 
and free Enquirer whether the Denial of a 
Miracle which was {b publick as well as furpri- 
zing, feen by Enemies a& well as Friends of 
the Chriftian Religion : A Miracle alfo highly 
worthy of God^ and for the Benefit of the 
Church of Chriil, which tended ilrongly t0 
confirm the Faith of Relievers^ and to en^gf 
their Perfeverjoice in Suffering for the fake 
of Chrift J whether, 1 %, the Denial of fuch 
a Miracle does not lead by necefl^ry Confi:- 
qucnce to an utter Difbelief of all Mitaclej l 
and if fo, the Htiftory of the Golpelis there* 
by called in Queftioa; and this Confcquencc 
the Dodor cannot poilibly avoid, though he 
may not regard it. 

This Miracle beit^ (hewn to be. incon^ 
teftabk, and the Do6:or*s Fretenfes to invalid 
date it weak and trkiing md unworthy of 
him ; we may confider what Reajbn be bai to 
prefume (p.- 9.) that the extraordinary Gifts 
of the J^fiolic uige infer e a&ually moithdravn 
in the Time of Polycarp^ which he 16 ijpeak* 
ing of. 

The Dodlor^ we have feen^ ha? nothing to 
build his Prefumption upon, but the Silence 
of the Epiftles of fome of the Apoftoli^ 
Writers, who wrote them; merely for loftruG* 
tion and Advice in relation to Chridian Du-» 
ties ; and' had no Occafaon to make mention 
of any Miracles at all, ciiber before or at 
that Time. So the Doftor's Argument is thi$ 
Sophifm, tbefe tFritings mention no Mirq€ks^ 
therefore there %vere none. On the other Hand, 

Eufebim 
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Eufebius * who had {ktn the Works of many 

Apoftolic Writers not now extant ajdures u? 
from them, that the Succeflbrs of the Apo- 
fl;ks worked Miracles for the Propagation of 
the Gofpel. 

Having proved one remarkable Miracle to 
have been wrought at the Martyrdom of St. 
Pofycarp ; I fhall proceed to remark on what 
the Dbdor alledges againft the Tcftimony of 
thofe Writers who lived in and after the Time 
of Polycarp. 

The Firft is Juftin Martyr, who he fays, 
is fuppofed to have written his Jirfi Apology 
within Jifty years after the Days of the Apo-^ 
files (p. 10.) The Doftor cites him, faying 
** -f- there are prophetical Gifts amon^ us at 
" this Day, and both Men and Women en^ 
*^ dued with extraordinary Powers by the Spi-f 
^' rit of God." || And he frequently appeal^ 
" to what every one might fee with his owa 
" Eyes in every Part of the World, and par-r 
** ticularly in Kome^ in the Cafe of Perfons 
" pofTefled with Daemons, who were cured and 
" fet free — -by the Chriftians adjuring or ex* 
orcifing them in the Name of Jefus'' (p, jo^ 
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^ Sroi (the Succeffors of the Apoftles) Si . BifMhtvi t?? «yir««c 

yiu^av, ha^aq dvlol nffei?<i9 X^f «« re t^ t^n yJlvuffuv ovv t? Ix Gsa 

wMTrcn wa^daoiok SwUfMiq kifi^av. Hill. Eccles lib. 3. C. 37, 
This is a noble and flagrant Teftimony of a moft learned and 
unprejudiced Writer for the aftu^l continuance of Mirjicles af- 
ter the Days of the Apoftles. 

f Dialog, p. 315, 330. edit. Thirlb. 

H Apolog. 2. p. J16. Seealfop. 196, 303, 320^ 321. 
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IT.) (k. dtcs; <o t^e. fame purpoft IrepMo^ 
"Theopbilus BUl^op of jintiochj^ T'ertuUian an4 
Origen, ^ 

Thefe and fcveral others, he owns, bore 
Teflimony from their own Knowledge of th|) 
Gift of Miracles being continued and adaally 
wercifed in thQ Church in their Times, whicj^; 
reach to about the middle of the third Cfen-: 
tiiry, The Dp^or has nothing to pbje^ 
^gainft the Miracles theqifelves, all which 
jpvidently tended to the Glory of God, to th^ 
^vanccmpnt of true Religion,' ajpd the Be-' 
nefit ^hd Good of Mankind. Yet he fufp^<5U 
theni to bp m^re Ch^t and Impofture j an^ 
pbfervps that fuph impious P^ans as Lucian, 
?injd Celfus charged thp Chriftiar\s who-wrough* 
them with being no better tlian crafty Jugm 
^lers and fommo^ Cheats^ p. 23. and theii^ 
Teflimojiies are t>y the Dodtof: opppfed to the 
TeAimcmy of the moft pipvi^ anfl. learned 
Writers of the primitive Churchy who were 
as little liable to be impoied on as Dr. Mi4^ 
^eton : and who tpftify the actual Qift. and^ 
workipg of Miracles, of their own Know*- 
ledge^ and in thf ir own Prefepce. JfMciffh 
^nSCelJiiS kp0w nothing of the Matter 5 and 
the Chriftians defpifed their Charge as mere 
Calumny, and (defied them to (hew an In- 
ftance of Fraud or Delufion. among them ; 
though they knew tjjat foroe- falfe and here- 

* Adv. Haeres. lib. 2. c. 57. Edit. Ox. Sec alfo Eufeb, 
Hift. Ecclef. fib. %, c. 7. alfo Iren. lib. 2. c. 56. lib. 5. c. 6. 
•Thcoph. ad Autolyc. p. 87. ad fin. opcr. J. Martyr, Tcrtul. • 
Apolog. c. 23. Orig. coat. Celf. Jib. i. p. 34, 35, alfo lib. j, 
p. 337. alfo lib. 2. ». 62. and Jib. 3. p. 124. 
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tjcal Chriftians, who prctendeci to be fo, di^ 
Vfe the Impoftures mentioned by Cel/us and 
Lucian^ who are therefore more excufeble 
than the Dofitor, who either does or ought td 
know better. , . , . 

The Diftor cannot but know that the Ufe 
of magic Arts, with which Celfus^ Porphyry^ 
Jind Julian charged the CHriftianS (and Chrift 
and his Apoftles alfo) in their working of 
Rliracles, was both forbidden by their Keli- 
gion, and always abhorred by them as idolar 
trous and diaboUcah And therefore to fufpecSt 
the Chriftians of the firft and pureft Ages of 
the Church ; who were in their Profelfion and 
Pradife of uncorrupted Religion and Piety: 
who were entirely free from all Superftitiort/ 
fcoth in their Faitn and Worfhip df G;od^ ai. 
well as enlinent for their Piety, and for e^er^^ 
Moral and Chriftian Virtue : to fufpedt thefe 
to have been devoted to magical RiteSj and 
by them to have impofed upon their Fellow^ 
Chriftians as Well as upon the Pagans j an4 
even upon their own moft learned Bifliops an^ 
Paftors; this is a monftrous Abfurdity ; and 
exceeds in Weaknefs and Prejudice any Caving 
and Lies with which the Pagans charged, 
them. Yet the Doftor p. 26.fufpeSis that therl 
was tome Original Fraud in the Cafi 5 and thai, 
ihoje JirolUhg^ H^onder-nJoorkers, by a Dexhrif^. 
^ Juggling^ which Jrt not Heaven had taught 
ti)em^ impofed upon the Credulity of the pious. 
Fathers^ , &c. That this njoas really the Cafi in. 
J^e Injiance^/ is certain and notorious : arii 
fitatit was fo tn dll mil ap^^ fiill more pro^ 
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hable^ when we have conjidered the particular 
CharaSters of the fever al Fathers^ on whofe Tef^ 
timony the Credit of thofe wonderful Narra^ 
tives depends, 

The^Dodor here adts thq Part of thofe ig- 
norant and malicious Pagans^ who, obferving 
that the Followers of Simon Magus and the 
Gnoftics, who called themfelves Chriftians, 
went about deluding the fuperflitious and un- 
wary Multitude with magical Arts, Impof- 
tures and diabolical Wonders, charged the 
whole Body of Chriftians with ufing the fame 
Arts and Frauds ; and pretended that all their 
Miracles were no other than daemoniacal Im- 
pofitions, and the EfFeds of Magic and Incan- 
fation. Here then is' the Doiftor's original 
Frauds and thcfe are his Jlrolling Wonder-work^ 
ers : and is the Doftor indeed fo ignorant in 
Ecclefiaftical Affairs as to think thefe Cheats 
^nd Impoftors impofed upon the Credulity of 
the pious Fathers? No, they were another 
fort of Perfons taught and inftrufted by other 
Teachers, to whofe Miracles the primitive 
Fathers bear Teftimony. They knew thefe 
to be what they were ; and they with all 
Chriftians as much detefted the Arts of thofe 
Icud and impious Heretics, as thofe of the 
Pagan Sorcerers which they efteemcd to be 
diabolical and the Works of Evil Spirits ; and 
they challenged the moft learned of the Pa^ 
gans^ ami thofe falfe Chriftians, cither to per- 
form the Miracles which they wrought, or 
to difcover any Delufion or Impofture in them. 
This we find related by Jujlin Martyr^ Ire^ 
H 4 na^us^ 
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ncem^ Origen, and others. And though the 
.Do(ftor fays it is certain xhttt were fome In- 
ftances of Fraud and Juggling in the primi- 
tive Chriftian Miracles, I challenge him to 
(hew one Injiance ; which if he cannot do, he 
muft not expedt hereafter any Credit to be 
given to his Teftimony. He has not been 
able, and, I dare fay, never will, to produce 
one Inftance of Fraud in the Miracles attefted 
to have been wrought in the two firft Centu- 
ries of the Church, and more : and as I have 
in Fad pioved one eminent Miracle at the 
Death of Polycarp^ againfc which he has not 
brought the Shadow of an Argument ; I fhall 
proceed to confider what he has to fay againft 
the Evidence for the Miracles ; and to clear 
the Characters of the primitive Fathers from 
his Cavils and falfe Accufations, by which he 
hopes to difcredit their Teftimony. 

He begins with J ujiin/ Martyr ^ whom 
(p. 27.) he charges with claiming to himfelf 
the Gift of expounding the Holy Scriptures^ 
which Juftinj he fays, frequently affirms . was 
granted by tbefpecial Grace of God to himfelf 

Jujiin^ by his Converfion to Chriftianity, 
came to the Knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures J this he is fenfible of, and thinks, like 
a good Man, that he received this Knowledge 
through the Grace of God's Spirit. The 
Knowledge of the Scriptures, which Juftin 
fays he attained by the Grace of God, the 
podlor will have to mean a Claim to Infpira- 
tion : and then enumerating fome AUufions 
which hC: makes to the Figure of the Crofs^ 

fome 
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feme of which arc fandful eftough, but fuch 
M learned Men have fometimes ufed in their 
Difcourfes (p. 28, 29.) the Do6tor concludes 
tp. 30.) with calling thefe which arc mere 
metaphorical AHufions, pure Flights of an En^ 
thujiaftic Fancy and heated Brain^ 'Which n9 
Man in his fober Senfes could miftake for Z)/- 
^ne Revelations. This is not the Heat of 
JuftinX but of the t)octor*s Brain. The Doc- 
tor goes on ; what Credit then can be due to 
this Father in the Report of other People*s 
Gifts and In/pirationSy who was Jo grojfy de-- 
ceived himfelf or willing at leajt to deceive 
others in this confident Atteftation of his own ? 
fiut what Credit can be given to a Man who 
wilfully endeavours to deceive by Mifreprefen- 
tation and bitter Invective void of Truth ? 
The Father does not pretend to any Infpira^ 
tion .ov divine Revelation being fpeciafly made 
tohimfelf: and it is worfe in the Doctor to 
fay that he was willing to deceive others. In 
one Place referred to by the Doctor, Ju/tin 
fays ; He (God) hath revealed to us all that 
which by his Grace, we know from the Scrip-- 
jt^res. (Dialog, p. 352) In another Place 
which he cites (from Dial. p. 258) yu/tin 
feys; This. Power (of knowing the Scriptures) 
is not from my/elf; butitisjrom the Grace of 
God alone given me to underftand his Scrips 
tures: and in the third Place (Dialog, p. 390.) 
he fays ; Do ye imagine 1 could have attained 
this Knowledge in the Scriptures, if I had not 
received Grace to under jland them^ by the Wilt 
of the Author of them, ^here ji the <fb;^- 
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jiient j^efiatiop of his bdng i^/r^^and hatt 
iag Diwm JR^ektions fpecially ipade to him ? 
Jujlin does not pretend to cither, but is fenfi- 
ble, and confefles that he was brought to thei 
Knowledge o(^ the Scriptures by the Grace of 
Cod's Spint^ by which he was converted to 
the Chriftian Faith, and thereby attstidcd tci 
tlje Knowledge of the Scriptures which werci 
revealed from God j and whi^h he valC^ far 
above the Knowledge of that FWlofophy ill: 
which he, had been inftructcd before. Thft 
Ppctor, I hqp^, dp^" not afcribe his Supef iop 
Knpwicdge of, th^ Scriptui:es loerely to bi» 
own nati^ral or acquired Talents, , without aftjfi 
pretence or QlaiiQ to God's Grace ; or witf not 
acknowledge that, he ha« received a^y Affift-*- 
ance from God'S Holy Spirit; IQ which atone 
the Mairtyr pioijfly aftfibfs ajl hi^ Knowl^gc,^ 
Jie had been a i^g-tfp,. apdj w'as i^nlibk tl^. 
by Divine Gracf h§ waS; becoihe & Chriftian: ; 
l^e believ^. tbe Scripture? to be revealed from 
Qod, and to be the Grace -and Gift of God; 
a^ therefore he attributes hi^ Knowledge of 
i!b^m to the Will of the Divine AptKqr^ of 
then^,^ by vi^hofe Gr^ce he received that Know*^ 
ledge of thgngi to which he had attained, 

T^is w^s ijeithfir deceivingMmfelf or flieww. 
>ng a Will to deceive others : neither is it con^ 
Jidentl^: pretending to Infpiration or . divine^ Rey > 
^elaffon^ Therefore the Holy Martyr's Crer 
dH {t^ds good and unihaken in his Report o£ 
t^e nnr^culqm Gifts ?«id Powers which he* 
knew and had feen to be exercifed by Chrifti* 
ans for the Benefit b^th of the Bodies at4 
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Souls of Men (in the Cure of all Kinds of 
Difcafcs) and for the Glory of God, and the 
Propagation of the Gofpcl of his Truth 
amongft Unbelievers. 

The Doctor (p. 3,5.) allows that the Apof- 
tolic Writers, St. Clemens and Ignatius fpcak 
of Spiritual Gifts abounding amongjl Cbrijii-^ 
ans : and Faith and Truth are mentioned as 
two of the efpecial and wonderful * Gifts of 
God. Yet thefe the Doctor interprets to 
mean no more than the ordinary Gifts and 
Graces of the Gofpel. Be it fo : and Jufiin 
claims no more ; nor pretends that his Know- 
ledge of the Scriptures was attained either by 
Injpiration or a particular Revelation ; but only 
that he received it by the fFill and Gift of 
God. So that if the Doctor pleafes, we will 
agree that this Way of fpcaking was the Cuf^ 
torn of thofe Pious and Ap'oftolic AgeSy how 
odd and unfafhionable foever it may be now. 

In what next follows, the Doctor will fhew 
his own Knowledge in the Scriptures, and his 
Sincerity in not being willing to deceive others. 
P. 31. the Doctor fays 5 For a farther Illuf-- 
tration of his (Juftin's) CharaSler^ I will give 
an Inftance or two of the DoStrines which he 
teaches as Orthodox and Apoftolicalj ks well as 
of the FaSis which he afferts as certain and un- 
queftionable. He declares that all the Chrifti^ 
ans who were in all Points Orthodox^ embraced 
and believed the DoBrine of the Millennium^ 
^* that all the Saints (hould be raifed in the 

# C'lem. Epift. aci Cor. Ch. 35, 

r Flefli, 



[25 ] 

'^ Flefh, and Reign with Chrift in Jcrufalem, 
*' enlarged and beautified in a wonderfiil man- . 
" ncr for their Reception, in the Enjopnent 
** ofallfenfual Pleafures, for a thoofand Years 
•* before the general Rcfunection.'^ IVhich 
DoSirinCy the Doctor adds, he deduces from 
the Tejltimany of the Prophets and of St. John 
the Apojtle : and nvas followed in it by the jF&- 
tbers of the fecond and third Centuries : yet 
the DoSirine it f elf was afterward exploded^ as 
it well defervea, not only as^abfurd and mon^ 
frous^ but as impious and heretical. St. jfe- 
rom * treats it as a mere Fable or Dream of 
the Jews andjudaizivg Chrifiians. 

The Doctor's Adverfkries will rejoycc that 
he has fo good an Opinion of St. Jerom as to 
make Ufe of his iingle Authority to over- 
throw the concurrent Doctrine of the fecond 
and third Centuries from Jujlin^^ Time; atid 
which we fhall fee was the Doctrine both of 
the Prophets and of St. John the Apofde. 
However the Doctor, to (hew bis fair Ufage 
of the Holy Martyr, has cited all his Words 
which he thought made for his Purpofe, and 
of which he has given his own Tranflation, 
in hope it may be taken for the Senfe of Jup 
tin^ though it is far enough from it. From 
the Words oi Jufiin which he cites, it ap- 
pears, that he neither fays there would bp a 
Refurrection of all the Saints (in the Millen- 
nial State) nor that they were to reign with 

• He cites Jerom. Com. in Efai: c. 30, Tom. 3, p. 262. 
edit. Benedidl. See alfo Ibid. p. 436, 478. 
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CJbriji in Jcrufalctn 5 and much lefs, in the 
Enjoyment of all fenfual PleafureSy of which 
the Martyr fays not one Word. 

The Senfe of the Words which the Doctor 
cites is, viz. But I * (fays Juftin) and all 
Chrijiians who are in all Points Orthodox know 
that there will be a RefurreSlion of the Flejh^ 
and (a Life ofj a tboufand Tears in Jtrufalem^ 
which will be hui^t^ and adorned^ and enlarged. 

Soon after Juftin adds, -f that the Apoftle 

, St. John proppefyed in bis Apocalypfe^ that the 

faithful Difciples ofChrift would live a thou- 

fand Tears in Jerufalem ; and after this there 

would be a general Refur region and Judgment. 

Thus we fee the Doctor has (hewn his Sin- 
cerity and Knowledge of the Scriptures ; that 
he is neither deceived himfelf or willing to de- 
ceive others. And thus in his Zeal againft 
what he does not underfiand, he treats the 
good Martyr with great Injuftice. Juftin* s 
Doctrine concerning the Millennial State and 
the Refurrection of the Saints, relates to the 
faithful Difciples of Chrifr, efpecially thofe 
who were faithful unto Deaib^ and had re- 
ceived the Crown of Martyrdom. He be- 
lieved that at the great Regeneration and Con- 
verfion both of Jews and Gentiles to the 

exexoq cuaraa-w ytrvnc&cu iinrdfAiQct, t^ x!^^* ^*' ^* hfticuX'nfjt 
otxc^d/A)}dit0')j jc^ xo(rf4,ndf kri7 kJ iv^Mct J-1J. Jjial. p. 3 1 3. Edjt.Thirlb. 

*+ iViiifi X,' 'ora^* ijfjuit dvn^ tk « owfAa luam^ il? r^t iirorohw rS 

ibid. p» S«S« . • ^ 
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Chriftian Faith, when Chrift's Kingdom will 
be univerfally eftabliflicd, and all Nations flow 
into it, the Saints or Martyrs would be firft 
raifed, and lead a glorious and happy Life in 
yerufalem for a thoufand Years before the ge- 
neral Refurredtion. Now let us hear St. John's 
Doctrine or Prophecy of the Millennial State. 
The Apoftle reprefents it by the Devil and 
Satan being bound a thoufand Tears i that dur-- 
ing this Tinae, he might not deceive the Na^ 
tions. Then adds the Apoftle, Ifaw Thrones^ 
and they Jilt upon them ^ and Judgment (or the 
Pow;#r of judging) was given to them : and 
(I faw) the Souls of thofe who were flain (/. e. 
the Martyrs) for the Tejiimony of Jejus^ and 
for the Word of God — and they lived and reign^ 
ed with Chrift a thoufand Tears. Rev. xx. 
25-3, 4* And that this was not a metapbo<^ 
rical, but a proper RefurreSlion of the dead 
Martyrs appears from ver. 5. But the reft of 
the Dead did not live again (or rife from the 
Dead) //// the thou/and Tears were Jinijhed^ 
this is the firft RefiirreSlion. ^befc^ he adds 
ver. 6. are blefjed^ and J}:all be Priefts of God ^ 
and of Chrift, and pall reign with him a thou^ 
fand Tears. And in the 21ft Chapter St. 
John defcribes the Jerufalem in which the 
Saints were to dwell in the moft pompous 
Manner. 

This is the abfurd and monftrouSy the impi-- 
ous and heretical Do&.nnt which Juftin t^u^ht 
and deduced from the Prophecies of Ifaiah 
and St John z and of which glorious and hap- 
py Millennial State the Scriptures both of .the 
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61d and new Teftament abound with Pro- 
phecies. 

What (hall wc think now of the Sincerity 
and Saipture-fkill of the Doftor, who feigns 
h Mohammedan Paradife of fenfual Enjoyments 
for the Holy Martyr's Doftrine, which he 
with all true Chriftians always abhor'd. The 
Doftor's Millennial State of fenfual Enjoyments 
{which was the Hercfy of Cerintbus and fome 
Jews ; and which Eufebiu$ gives a particular 
Account of/Hlft. EccleH lib. 3. c,' 28.) is 
that only which Jerom treats as a Fable^ Qfr. 
Bat Juftin'^ Millennial State is the Dodlrinc 
of the Prophets and Apoftle St. John 5 which 
*the Dodor not attending to, has grofly mff- 
' reprcfented. 

Another monftrons Doftrine as* he calls it, 
' (p. 32.) which Juftin affcrted was, he mif- 
took the Senfe of Gen. vi. 2. and from the 
Greek Verfion of the Septuagint fuppofed 
what was fpoken of the Setbites there called 
Sons of God, was meant of Angels^ as the 
Septuagint renders it. Therefore concludes 
' the DoAor, Jujlin is not to be credited in his 
Teftimony of Miracles being wrought in the 
Church in his Time. This every one fees to 
be a demonilrative Argument indeed ! The 
' next Charge againft Jufin is (p. 33.) that 
he treats the Books pubUJbed under the Name 
of the Sibyl and HyJlaJpiSy with the fame Re- 
verence as the Prophetic Scriptures^ and ap-^ 
peals to them as Divine. 

That there is not a Word of Truth in this 
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Charge the Doctor muft be fenfible ; or he 
would hiVc cited fomc Words at kaft to give 
as good a Colour to it, as thofe concerning 
the MiUennial State of fenjual Enjoyments^ to 
favour that Calumny. And as if a Fate at- 
tended all falfe Accufations, the Do(fior founds 
his Charge on a Paflage from the old Sifyl^ 
line Books and Hv^a^isy which aflerts the 
Dodrine taught by St. Peter, that this * cor-- 
ruptible Scene of things Jhall be dejtrayei by 
Fire, St. Feter fays j the Heavens and the 
Earth 'which are mw by the fame Word ate 
kept in ftore^ rejerved unto Fire againji the 
Day of Judgment, and the Perdition of un- 
godiy Men. See Rev. xx. 1 1 , — 1 5. And again ; 
But the Day of the Lord will come,^ — tn the 
which the Heavens Jhall pafs away with a great 
Noije, and the Elements Jhall me/t with fervent 
Heat ; the Earth a^b, and the Works that are 
therein Jhall be burnt up. 

Had the Dodor tranflatcd the Words he 
cites, he would have cxpofed his Calumny of 
Juftin to every Englijh Reader. In the An- 
• cient Sibylline fiooks there were fcveral Things 
agreeable to what is related in the Scriptures^ 
and which are far older than the Time of 
Chriftianity. In fome Copies of thefe Books 
there have been Additions made by Jews, and 
fome alfo by ChriAians in the third or fourth 
Century. But Ju/iin did not cite any cor- 
rupt or interpolated Paflage ; and rccom- 

mrv^oi ifacwf, Apol. I. p. 30. 
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mended the Reading of them as containing 
Do6lrines concerning the One true God^ the 
DeftruSiiM of the World hy Fire^ and aju- 
ture yudgmentj &c. all which were agree- 
able to the Scriptures : and it was more likely 
that the Pagans would receive thefe Dodrines 
from Books which were in great Efteem 
amongft themfelves, than from the Books of 
the Chriftians. Jujlin therefore adled both a 
fair and a wife Part in ufing the Do<Slrines of 
the Sibylline Books in his Apology for the 
Chriftians ; that the Heathens might fee that 
their own Books contained thofe very Dodtrines 
of the Unity of God^ and z future "Judgment^ 
and of the DejlruSlion of the World by Fire, 
which the Sacred Scriptures of the Chriftians 
taught all to believe. 

If the Dodlor could have found any of the 
Sibylline Verfes cited by Juftin which were 
Ipurious or added by Chriftians, he would 
have talked very loudly of it. But he comes 
too. late to be a Critic here: for Origen, who 
wrote almoft a Century after Jujtin, challen- 
ges * Celfus, who had brought the fame un-^ 
juft Charge againft the Chriftians in his Time 
(of corrupting the Sibylline Verfes) to pro- 
duce any Paffage which had been infcrted by 
Chriftians, or any ancient and corred Copies 
which wanted the Faftages cited by them. 

* ATro^a/bbfiv^, ar» wa^my^i^a^ itf ra •«iin;c mto»joi acj 
av tl ra a^x/^uon^a, ttaAec^urt^a iitixwt t^ tfx rp^otla «ire^ oril»i wa^' 
Ccb. Lib. 7. p. J69. 
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This was a fair Challenge, which Celfas was 
not able to make any Reply to ; and therefore 
muth lefs will the Doiftor be able to make 
any now ; or to defend the rafh and inconfi- 
derate Charge laid upon Jv/tin as a Forger of^ 
themy p. 37. and what is ftill worfe, his fay- 
ing there in his Notes : thus a moji grojs and 
palpable Forgery was impofed upon the Chrijtian 
Worlds from the very midjt of thofe bejt and 
pur eft Ages-^^without any other Ground to jup^ 
port ity but the Utility of the Deceit^ and the 
Authority of thofe venerable Fathers^ who con^ 
trived and attejied it. 

It is much eafier for the Dodor to declaim 
and rail, than to argue either like a Critic or 
a Scholar. We have had nothing yet from 
him but confident Aflertions without a Sha- 
dow of Proof or Argument, and downright 
Forgeries and Falfifications, whillt he is uii- 
juftly charging others with them. If the 
Do(Sor meant to (hew his Learning, he would 
have given us Inftanccs of PaiJages, out of the 
Sibylline Books forged by Jujiin Martyr^ and 
other Chriftians in and before his Days : and 
alfo feme Rules of Criticifm to prove the 
' Forgery. I (hall join Ifllie here with the Doc- 
tor whenever he pleafes : but am really afha- 
med for his Way of Writing neither like a 
free Enquirer^ a Lover of Truth, or a Scholar. 

His next Argument againft Juftin being a 
competent Evidence for the Truth of Chrif- 
tian Miracles wrought in his Time, is de- 
duced from his Opinion of tl^fe Septuagint 
Greek Verfion of the old Teftament : that it 
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nvas made by feventy Elders fent for that Pur" 
pofefrom Jerujalem to Egypt at the Requeft of 
King Ptolewy (p- 37, 3^.) I fuppofe there is 
no great Harm in this Opinion, if it was a 
Miftakc. But he adds for Jufiini that the 
* Kingjhut them up in as many feparate Cells ^ 
and obliged them each to tranjlate the whole Bi- 
' ble apart ^ and ^without any Communication with 
each other : yet all their feveral Tranjlations 
were found to agree njerbatim from the Begin- 
ning to the Ena^ and by that Means were de^ 
monfirated to be of Divine Infpiration. Here 
are two Faults in the Dodlor*s Reprcfentation 
of Jujiin. One is, Jujlin does not fay that 
the feventy Interpreters were ordered to tran- 
flatc the whole Bible into Greeks but he re- 
ftrains it to the -f- prophetical Books i and the 
Dodlor (hould be told that the prophetical 
Books do not comprehend the whole Bible. 
Another Fault is, his reprefcnting Juftin as 
declaring the Tranflation to be done by divine 
Infpiratton. This jfujlin fays was the Opi- 
nion of Ptolemy^ and that is all : So this is 
not fo much a Fault in the Do^ftor as a mere 
Blunder : and therefore he ought to be more 
favourable to yujlin when he blunders -y as 
undoubtedly he does in making the prophetic 
Books to be tranflated, when no more than the 
Books of the Law were rendered then into 
Greek, Jufin feems to err again in faying 
Ptolemy font to Herod inftead of Eleazar the 

• Sett Cohort, ad Gra?^. p. 14, which is cited by the Doftor. 
+ Apol. I. p. 49; 
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H/gb Prieji. This at worft was a Slip of rhe 
Martyr's Memory only, unlefs the prefent 
Copies, which are but one or two, are corrupt, 
which I fufpe^a, becaufe Juftin had read Jo^ 
fephuSy where the true Name is. So now the 
Ballancc of Accounts between Jujlin's and 
the Doctor's Blunders are fettled. But Juftin 
was led into another about the Cells^ wherein 
he was told the feventy Tranflators were (hut 
up at Pharos an Ifland near JUexandria -, and 
he believed the Story which the Egyptians 
told him was delivered down to them by Tra-* 
dition from their Anceftors. • As to the Blun* 
der about Herody allowing it to . be Juftin^z 
for the fake of the Doftor's learned Obfcrva- 
tion upon it, the Doftor tells us, that Herod 
happened to live about three hundred Tears later 
than Ptolemy ; as if Juftin had erred in Chro-^* 

' nology about three hundred Years, And does 
the Dodor then fcrioufly think, that when 
Jujlin mentioned Ptolemy*^ Meflage to Herody 
he meant Herod the Great, who was King of 
Judcea at the Birth of our Saviour ? and fo, 
that Ptolemy Philadelphus reigned at that Time, 
or this Herod in the Time of Ptolemy ? What 
the Dodlor can fay for his critical Obferva- 
tion, I know not ; but to ipc it looks far worife 
than all Jujlin'% Blunders put together. 

Jufiin happened, we will fuppofe, to for^' 
get and fo miftak^e the High Prieft's Name, 
to whom Ptolemy Philadelphus fcnt the Mef- 
fage to defire him to fend Traftflators to ren- 
der the Hebrew Books into Greek (not but 

'that he knew the Time of Ptolemy* % Reign, 

e ^8 
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^s .well as the Dodor, which appears from his 
Jlelation) and alfo happening to call him He^ 
rody which was the Name of the Jewish King 
^t cur Saviour's Nativity, the Dudor gravely 
pbferVes that Herod happened to live about 
three hundred Ypars later than Ptolemy : as 
if .this was any thing to the Purpofe. Sup- 
pofc the High Pritft's Name had ht^vi HeroJ^ 
knd Jufiift\>y miftake had called hini Eka- 
zar^ what a fine Obfcrvation it would fcay^ 
been to have told us how many Cpnturies l^ear^ 
^ar the Son of Aaron lived before Ptolemy ? 

I think the Dqdor is fufficipntly even with 
Jujlin in plunders; and that the Ballance is 
clearly on the Dpftor's fide : anci if thefe nuke 
any thing againft Jujlin'^ Teflimony, they" 
make as much or inore againft the Do<3:pr-s. 
But want of Vcrapity difqualifies a Man froni^ 
being a Witnefs of Fad, more than a Weak- 
nefs of Judgment;, both which the Doftor 
has too plainly fhewn. However, the Dodtor 
has not yet done with Juftin \ and the more 
he meddles with him, the worfe it is for him. 
He obferyes (p. 40.) that in his apology ad- 
drejfed to the Emperor and Senate of Rome^ he 
charges them with paying divine Honours to 
the Heretic and Impojior Simon of Samaria 

and for the I'ruth of his Charge appeals td 

a Statue then fubfiftitig in Rome^ andpublick^ 
ly dedicated to that Simon in the Ifland of the 
uiber with this hfcription^ Simoni Deo Sanc- 
to, to Simon the holy God. One would think 
this was a fair Charge, which, if falfe, every 
ptizei} of Rome could eafily have confuted . 
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by Ocular iDemonftration : and the Confuta^ 
tidn of it would have done great Harm to the 
Chriftian Caufe, and have confirmed the Pa-^ 
gans in their Prejudices and Calumnies againft 
the Chriftians as guiltv of Forgery, Fraud, 
and Impofture. And tnough Jufim bad becri 
as wea^ as the Do(5t'or would have hitn, and 
hved fabulous Stories ^ as the Doctor prctcndsf 
ever fo well j he would undoubtedly have 
bden cautious, and well aflured of the Truth 
oi what he publickly averred to the Romari 
Emperor and Senate. This Charge therefore, 
if falfe, could not be a grofs Blunder^ as the 
Doctor foftly calls it, bat it muft have been 
the moft wilful as well as the moft fooIiOi 
Lye that ever was told, Juftin had lived a 
Idng Time at Rome^ and, 'no doubt, had ofteii 
feert this Statue and Infcription ; fo that it 
was morally impoflible he fhould be deceived; 
Fut all this is nothing, for luckily for the Doc- 
tor, there was an Injfcription dug up about tw3 
Centuries ago from the Ruins of that very^ 
Plate or little I/land which ^uftin defcribes \ 
and this Infcriptioii belonged to the Statue of 
^ Sabine Deity, and was fomewhat like that 
of Simoh*^ Statue : it was, as the Doctor repre- 
fcnts if (p. 41.) Semoni: Sanco Deo Fidio 5^- 
cruni : and this he calls a clear Demonftratioii 
that Juftin was led into a gro/i Blunder. I 
\yifh the Doctdi^ gets off fo well. For if this 
be Demriftrationy i ftiall never lorve Demon- 
liration more. TThe Statue of Semo Saticus^ 
as appears by the Infcription^ was made at the 

E 2 Bxpence 
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fixpencc of Sextus * Pompeim Son of Ttm^ 
fej the Great* This the Doftor has conceal- ' 
ed from his Reader : and would have us think 
that Jujtin was fo ignorant as to fuppofe that 
Sextm Pompeius was at the Charge of a Sta- 
tue to be made and confecrated to Simon Ma^ 
gus^ who pfobably was not born when Pom- 
pey died. That Ji^Jtin (ignorant as the Doc- 
tor makes him in the Roman AiFairs) knew 
much more of the Matter than he can pretend 
to know, cannot be doubted. He lived at 
Rom^i and fuw the Statue and Infcription 
which he mentions ; and could not (fcarce . 
poffibly) be miftaken : efpecially he could not 
take a Statue given by Sexius Pompeim^ to be 
6ne ereded to SimOn^ whom Sextus Pompeius 
could not have heard of. So that if the Doc- 
tor is fo weak as fo believe fo filly a Story or 
Pretence that Jujiin took the Statue of Semo 
Sancus for that infcribed Stmoni Deo SanSio^ 
he muft be a more credulous Bigot than he 
fuppofes Juftin to be. The Learned Dr. 
nirlby in his Note upon the PafTage oi jfuf- 
tin has in a truly Scholar-like Way conrated 
the Objedions which had been made to it on 
Account of this Statue of Semo Sancus. The 
Account of Juftin was known to thoufands 
as well as to him, and was univerfally attefted 
to, and never that I know of, called in Quef- 
tion till the Year of Chrift 1574. which the 
Dodlor calls about two Centuries ago, when a 

* Scmoni Sanco Deo Fidk) Sacrum. S«x. Pompeius. S. P. 
F. i. e. fua pecunia fecit, &<r. 

i very 
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very different Statue with a very different 
Infcription was dug up, dedicated to Setm 
Sancus^ which fomc learned Men afterwards 
fufpedted to be that mentioned by Jufiin\ 
and that it was fo, the Doftor fays, is clearly 
demonjlrated \ without the lead Evidence in 
Fad, So that I cannot help thinking the 
Dodor's not believing a Faft fo univerfally at- 
tcfted, without being ever once contradided 
or denied for above 1400 Years, to be an ex- 
traordinary Inftance of unbelieving Credulity. 
He choofes to reft fatisfied, without any di- 
reft or pofitive Evidence, in not believing the 
Truth of a Faft attefted by ocular Evidence 
and Dcmonftration. 

The Doftor goes on, and will not difinifs 
yujiin^ without convifting him of Forgery 
out of his own Mouth. He * charged the 
Jews with having erafed a Paflagll out of the 
Book of EfdraSy relating to our Saviour being 
called the Pajjover : no fuch Paflage being 
now to be found. The Doftor acquits the 
Jews of erafing it, and intimates Jufiin him- 
felf to be the Forger of it ; but as cqnfcious 
of the Bafcncfs of the Charge, he very mof 
deftly lays it in the Name of yobn Crtnus^ 
who very ignorantly as well as abfurdly 
charged it upon Jujiin as a pious Fraud. Thus 
the Doftor ufeth Jujiin worfe than Crejcens 
the infamous Philofopher did, by whofe j^lfe 
Accufation he was put to Death. 

I ihall mention another Charge of like Na- 

• Dud. p. 292. 

turc 
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tiire which the Dbdlor urges (p. 43.) Jujiin 
(fey« he) affi^rms that in the g^th Pjfalmy it was 
/did t " Tell the Nations that the Lord reign- 
" ed from the Tree," and that the Jews had 
erafid the Words from the Tree : againft this 
Charge of Jujiin'^^ the Doftor alledges, that 
there is m Poofjtep of thefe Words ^ either in the 
Vulgate^ 9r any of the Greek or Hebrew Co^ 
pes. If the Doftor had looked into the Ho- 
iHan Pfalter, which is the old Latin Vuigatey 
he would have found the Words there ; and 
they werd alfo in TertuHian^s^ and other L/r- 
tin Copies, all which were taken fro^i the 
moft Ancient Greek Copies of the Sepinagint^ 
II which undoubtedly had the Words in them . 
Jufiin therefore knew what he faid much 
b^ter than the DoiSor does. He faw the 
Words in his BiWe, and knew they were left 
out in othef Copies : and who fhould erafe 
them but the Jews ? And it is certain, and 
may eafiiy be proved, that the Jews before 
Jujiin*^ Timt had gtofly corrupted many Paf- 
ikges of the old Teftamcnt. 

I have no Prejudice againft the Dofl:or, and 
©ppofc him only fbr the Sake of Truth, and 

* P^i. xcV. 10* Daminti* regnant a ligno*, So it is in 
y.er9mt\ Verfion from the S^uagittt, Tom. i* edit. Bena^^i 
p. 1347. So that the V/ord^ from thrTn^ were in tl^ beft 
Grtei Copies, from which Jertme traafltfted them. The Editors 
of tha Roman Copy^ by the* Autborhy^ of Pofie Sixcus the fiflh 
note : quod eft in hymno EccleitaiUco ngnamt a tig»o Dgm^ 
eft itidem in Pfalterio Romano et in vetferi, et legitur m Cypri- 
ano, Juitino Nfartyre, TestalUano, et Leone Papa. AndCafii- 
odorus fays j alios quidem tranilatores non habere a ligHO, fed 
fibi fufiicere quod Septuaginta interpretum audoritate firmat^m 
At. And the Coptic Vemon has the Words. ' 

otot 
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out of Regard for the Chriftian Religion, the 
Evidence of which, he, perhaps unawares, 
gives an Handle to call in Qjjeftion. For if 
the Primitive Cbriftian^ are not to be believed 
in their Teftimony of Miracles being wrought 
in their own Pays, and of their own Know- 
ledge ; much lefs are they to be credited in 
their Atteftation of Miracles being wrought 
in the Age . before they lived. As to Juftin 
Martyr^ I cannot but think, and have fully 
proved that the Doctor has grofly mifrcpre- 
fented and calumniated this Primitive Martyr, . 
aud Defender of the GofpeL 

He has not (liewed that Candor and Love 
of Truth, with which he profeffcth to write j 
iior has given any Proof .of a fair and free En- 
quiry into the Points he undertakes to con- 
fute: and he has done more Hurt to his own 
Chara<9:er than be is able to do to thofe of the 
Primitive Chriftians : nor has yet given any 
fufficient Reajon^ or any Argument at all, not 
to believe that Miraculous Powers ^*were conti- 
nued in the Church after the Days of the Apo^ 
files. 

I need not be at the Trouble to examine 
any more of the Primitive Writers, fuftin 
. . being fingled out by the Dodor to be attack- 
ed and fet afide as an infufficient Witnefs to 
prove that Miraculous Gifts and Powers fub- 
fifced in the Primitive Church. I have vin- 
dicated his Chara(3:er, and proved him worthy 
of Belief: but yet I am far enough from 
thinking that either he or any of the Primi- 
tive Chriftians, after the Apoftles, were infaU 

lible 



[ 40 ] 
Kble in their Explications of Scripture : and 
I own alfo that feme abfurd Traditions pre- 
vailed, and were received amongft them. But 
I (hall deny, till I fee it proved, that any of 
them were guilty of Forgery^ or promoting 
wilfully any Fraud or Delufion : and there- 
fore their Teftimony of Miracles done in their 
own Times, and of which they had a perfonal 
Knowledge, ought to be credited. Let the 
Doiftor (hew, if he can, that the Miracles at- 
tcfted by them are cither incredible in them- 
felvcs, or fuch as were not worthy of the 
Power of God to be exerted in them; They 
were wrought for the Benefit and Good of 
Men ; as an Evidence of the Truth of the 
Chriftian Religion, and in Oppofilion to the 
magical Frauds and Impoftures of Idolatrous 
Sorcerers, (Sc. And that which I think, makes 
their Teftimony more to be credited is, the 
exemplary Piety and Goodnefs of their Lives. 
They preferved in their Creeds and Forms of 
Worfhip the pure uncorrupted Faith and Doc- 
trine of Chrift and his Apoftles j which are 
delivered and taught in the Scriptures : and 
they praftifed all thofe Virtues which they 
taught, with Innocency and Sincerity of Man- 
ners : and with Patience and Stedfaftnefs en-^ 
dured the greateft Trials and Evils with Lofs 
of Life itfelf for the Sake of Chrift and his 
GofpeK Such. Men were not likely to be 
guilty of thofe Frauds and Forgeries with 
which the Dodor chargeth them. But ini 
order to invalidate the Chriftian Miracles, 
he introduces what he has to fay (p. 71.) with 

this 
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this notable Preface. When pious Chriftia^is 
(fays be) are arrived to this Pitch of Credu-- 
lity, as to believe that evil Spirits or evil Men 
can ^ork real Miracles in Defiance and Oppo-- 
fition to the Authority of the Gojpel, thnr ve- 
ry Piety will oblige them to admit as miracii^ 
iousy whatever is pretended to be wrought in the 
Defence of it : andfo make them ofCourJe the 
implicit Dupes of their own Wonder-workers, 
But* wbat if our Saviour bimfelf has taugbt 
pious Chriftians to be thus credulous ? I (hall 
therefore reply in his Words, Mat. xxiv* 24. 
J'here Jhall arife falfe Chrifis^ and falfe Pro- 
phetSy andjhalljhew great Signs (or Miracles) 
and Wonders, infomuch that {if it were pofji- 
hie) they jhall deceive the very EleSi. 

Does not our Saviour here foretell that evil 
Men or Jalfe Prophets fball be able to u'^ork , 
'great Miracles in Oppofition to the Truth of 
his Gofpel ; fuch miraculous Signs and Won- 
ders as would almoft deceive his moft faithful 
Difciples ? And the Papal Antichriftian Beaft, 
by the Power of the Dragon or DeviU is faid 
to work great Miracles, and to deceive the In- 
habitants of the Earthy by the Miracles which 
be had Power given him to work^ Rev. xiii. 1 3, 
14. Here the Dodtor may fee, without be- 
ing a pious credulous Ghrijiian^ that there is 
Ground to believe that evil Spirits and evil 
Men have wrought, andean work real Mi ra^ . 
cles in Defiance and Oppofition to the Tj uth of 
the GofpeK And no Doubt the evil Spirit 
who is the Adverfary of the Gofpel wrought 
In Simon Magus and his Followers thofe mi- 

F raculous 
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raculous and wonderful lEffefts, by which ma- 
ny Qiriftians as well as Pagans were deceived. 

But the Doftor heed not be atfrighted to 
Ihink that evil Spirits and evil Men can W(>rk 
real Miracles in Defiance and Oppofition to 
the Authdrity an^ Trtith of the Gofpel j for 
there will always be a (ure Mark to diftinguifti 
them from Miracles wrought by a divine Com- 
mlflion and ^ower. Whatever is above the 
Naitural ^ower of any human Agent, is a 
Miracle^ an^ 't!he Work of an Agent fuperior 
to Man, whether the Agent be good or evil. 
And whatever Miracle is wrought to promote 
Superftition and Idolatry, and to encourage 
Vice and Immorality, we may be fure it is 
the Work of an !Evil Spirit y how great oc 
wonderful' foever it may be. So on the other 
Hand,- whatever Miracle is wrought to pro- 
mote true Religion and Godlinefs ; the Know- 
ledge and Worfhip of the One iTru^ God • 
and univerfal Virtue, Love and Benevolence 
*to Mankind j fuch Miracle we may be furc is 
%he Work of a Good Being, and is done by 
'God's Authority and Commiffiiil. This was 
the Differencebetween the magical Works and 
diaemoniacal Miracles wrought hy falfe Pro- 
'phets and Seducers, to promote a wicked and 
irreligious Superftition 5 and the Miracles 
wrought by Chrift and his Apoftles, and by 
the Suqceflbrs of the Apoftles in the Primitive 
Church, as a Teftimony againft all Idola- 
try and Impiety ; and as an Evidence of that 
true Religion which was revealed from God, 

and 
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and defigned to promote the Happinefs of 
Mankind both in the prcfent and the future 
State. So that though ever io many or fo 
great Miracles have been or (hall be wrought 
to propagate Superftition, and Idolatry, and 
Popery, which is the worft of all Supcrfdtion; 
we know and are affured from the Oracles of 
God, that they are diabolical Works and De- 
lufions : even the fForis of him whofe coming 
is after the Working of Satan^ with all Power 
and Signs (or Miracles) and lying Wonders : 
and with all Deceiveablenefs of Unrightedufnefs 
in them that perijh j becaufe they received not 
the Love of the Truths that they might be fa^ 
ved. And for this Caufe God will fend them 
Jirong Delujion^ that they Jhoidd believe a Lye': 
that they all might be damned^ who believed not . 
the Truths [but had Pleafure in Vnrighteouf 
nefs. 2 ThefT. ii. 9, lo, 11, 12. Hence k 
appears to be very weak and abfurd in the 
poftor to talk of Pagan and Popifh Mira- 
cles as any Evidence againft thofe Miracles 
of the Primitive Church which were wrought 
by the Worfliippers of the true God, and of 
Chrift. 

The Miracles which the Do<flor, whether 
deceived himfelf, or willing to deceive others, 
he beft knows, thinks Chriftians performed 
by the Help of magical Arts and Sorcerie?, 
were the Works of thofe falfe Chriftians and 
real Pagans^ the Simorjians and Gnofiics^ 
whofe Jmpoftures the Do(3:or lays to the 
Charge of the pious and fmcere Profeffors of 
the Chriftian Religion ; who always abhorred 
F 2 thefe 
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thefc Arts as wicked and diabolical;* and. 

could never be convifted by th^ir Enemies of 
tufing them, or of any Fraud or Impofture in 
he Miracles which they were enabled to work 
*or the Benefit of Men, and the Propagation 
of the Chriftian Faith. 

* The Doctor proceeds to confidcr in particu- 
lar, the Miraculous Powers which were aSiu^ 
ally claimed and pretended to have been pojfejfed 
by the Primitive Church -y which were^ the 
Power of raifing the Dead\ of healing the 
Sick 5- of cafttng out Devils ; of prophecying ; 
of feeing Vijions ; of dif covering the Secrets of 
Men ; of expounding the Scriptures j of fpeak^ 
ing with Tongues, P. 72, We need only take 
notice of four of thefe Miraculous Powers: 
ifc. of raifing the Dead: 2d. of healing the 
Sick : 3d. ofcajling out Devils : 4th. ofjpeak-- 
ing with I'ongues. 

If the Doctor can invalidate the Evidence 
.of thefc miraculous Gifts of the primitive 
. Church, I will allow that he {hall have fufR- 
ciently done his Bufinefs, As to the Power of 
raifing the Dead, * Irenaus^ he obferves, re- 
late?, that feveral who had been raifed from 
the Dead, lived afterward amongft them ma- 
ny Years. Yet be thinks there is not an In-- 
Jlance of this Miracle to be found in the three 
fir ft Centuries, except afingle Cafe fligbtly in- 
timated by Eufebius, from the Books of Papias, 
which befeems to rank among the other fabulous 
Stories aelivered by that iveak Man. The 

* See Lcn, adv, Hs^res, lib, z, p. 164, 165, 166, 
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Doctor here feems not to talk with his ufual 
Aflurance againft Miracles : and it is plain that 
Eufebius was not diffident about the Miracle 
of raifing the Dead related by Papias^ nor ranks 
it among Fables. Eufebius fays : -f* it is worth 
while to add to the other Relations of Papias^ 
bis Teftimony concerning the Miracle which be 
received an Account of from thofe who lived in 
the Times of the Apoftles. The Daughters of 
Philip theEvangelift told Papias, that a Per- 
fon had been rat fed from the Dead in bis Time : 
and Papias alfo told another wonderful Mira-- 
cle concerning Juftus called Barjabai^ who re^ 
ceived no Harm^ after having drank a Draught 
of Poifon. The Doctor would have thcfe 
Miracles v/hich Eu/ebius calls (9rapaJo|a) won^ 
derful Works y 'i. e. Miracles to be ranked by 
him among Fables (as if ifol^ol^o^ol was the 
fame as [jlvOikm) and it may feem no Wonder 
that the Do<ftor, who makes all the Miracles 
' of the primitive Church no better than Cheats 
anil Fables, fhould underftand the Word 
which properly fignifies what is Miraculous 
and Wonderful^ to mean that which is Fabu^ 
Ims. 

But if the Evidence of thofe impious Infi^ 
dels who denied the Poffibility of a RefurreSiion^ 
whom the Dodtor refers to p. 73. is not fuffi- 
cient to invalidate the Teftimony of Irenaus^ 
confirmed, as we have fecn, hy Papias : he 
alledges Autolycus a Pagan, who challenged 
bis Friend Theophilus Bijhop of Antioch^ tojhew 

f Ecclef. Hill, lib, 3. c. 3$. p. 136, 137, 
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htm but one Terfon who bad been rat fed from 
the Dead, on the Condition of turning Christian 
himfelf upon it : Theophilus difcovers by his An-- 
Jv;er that be was not able to give him that Sa^ 
tisfaSiion. Apd in p. 188. he fpeaks of this 
xniraculous Power again, and fays ; the Gift 
of raifing the Dead is affirmed only by thefngk 
Authority of Irenaus Bijhop of Lyqns ; and 
'was either not known^ or not believed at leaft 
in the very fame Age by another Bijhop full as 
venerable y T'heophilus of Antioch. 

What ftiall one fay to a Writer that neither 
regards what others fay, nor even what he hinir 
felf fays ? He brought from Eufebius the Teftir 
mony of Papias^ who lived before Jrenaus^ 
that in his Time the Gift of raifmg the DcaiJ 
was poflefled by the Church: and yet he 
here fays that this Gift is dffirmed only by the 
fngk Authority of Irenaus : and to the Tcfti- 
mony of Ireudgus he oppofes Tbeophilus of the 
fame Age. as one who did not beliqw 
any fwch Gift to fubfift in the Church. Now 
it is evident that the Dodor has no Groofid 
or Pretence to fay that Tbeopbilus either did 
not know, or did not believe at leaft the Gift 
of raifing the Dead to fubfift in the Church. 
Hi!=5 Anfwer to Autolycus is, W'hicb the Doc- 
tor, like a fair Adverfary, (hould have produ- 
ced, viz. he tells him, * what great Matter 
would it be for you to believe what you fee? 
then he adds ; that if be believed that Hercules 

2 and 
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and Mfculapitis "were raifed from the Disad^ 
why p^ould he diJheUeve ^wbat was foid 
him from Gcd? He farther tells hioii if 
IJhould Jhew pit ^ne who was raijed from the~ 
Dj^ad^ and is now alive ^ it may he you will nQt 
helieve it. Did jiutolycus, thinks the Dod^or^ 
conclude as he does, that Theophi/us bad giveqi 
4jp the, Point, and did not beiieye that the 
Gift of raifing the Dead continued in the 
Church ? Is it not radber plain that he did be^ 
lieve it ? though he did not think Ai^oJycm 
would have been conveited, though be had 
ihewn him one who was raifed from tht^ 
Dead. 

The next miraculous Gift which, is faid to 
fefide in the primitive Church, was <hc ob- 
fcrves p^ jt.) that (f healing the Sick^^ and 
curing aU Sorts of Dijiajes. 

In Favour of this, he owns, the ancient 
Teftimonies are more full and e^prefs,. "The 
Cures ifiere wrought^ he adds, ly Impojition of 
Hands ^ ^by invoking the Supreme God over all^ 
and the Name of Jefus, and by the Ufe of Oii 
For this. miraculous Gift abounding in th^ 
Church we have the Teftimonies of Juftirt 
Martyr^ Irenaus^ Hertullian^ Qrigen^ and aU 
'the ancient Fathers* 

The Dodor's Pretence to invalidate . this 
Evidence (hews he is hard.prefc. P. 76. he 
fays J ^hefe CureSy if trm^ might be ctuounted 
fory probably without a Miracle, BT THE 
NATXlkAL POWER and Efficacy of 
the Oil it felf: and in p..i58, he iays^ the 
Difeafes^ %'here Oil ef^ecially ims applied, might 
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frpbably enough be cured without a Miracle y 
or by the fame Arts with which the fame Cures 
were performed among the Heathens : which 
though the undoubted EffeSls of Frauds were 
yet managed fo deoctroujly as to be conftantly 
afcribed fy the Chriftians to the Power of Da^ 
mons. And as to the Gift of cafting out De^ 
vilsj it is reduced^ he fays, to nothings by the 
Accounts even of the Ancients themfehes^ which 
plainly teftify that it bad no EffeSf in many Ca^ 
Jes, and could not work aperfeSiCure in any. 
From this it appears that the Dodtor is fure 
that no Cures could be wrought by Prayer to 
God J and calling on the Name of Jefus with 
Jmpoftion of Hands^ which was the ordinary 
Praftifef of the Church derived from the Apo- 
ftles. This the Doftor does not think could 
have any Efficacy, or is worth his taking No- 
tice of. But the anointing the difeafed Perfon 
with Oil puzzles him : he thinks it probable 
enough that Difcafes might be cured without 
a Miracle, by the natural Power and Efficacy 
of Oil. So great is the Dolor's Faifh in OH 
above that of the Efficacy of Prayer, that he 
is ready to.believe where it is ufcd, it might 
without a Miracle cure many at leaft of the 
Difeafes mentioned by the Ancients to be cured 
l^ Prayer y and invoking the Name of Chrifi^ 
and by Impofition of Hands. The DoCfcor does 
not tell us what Cures were or might be 
wrought by Oil amongft the primitive Chrifti- 
ans : but did it, does he think, without a Mi- 
racle open the Eyes of the Blind, make the Deaf 
to hear 9 and the Lame to walk-, caft out Dce^ 
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mons^ and cure the Epilepfy^ P^lJy^ ^^^ Mad-- 
nefs. Thcfe Cures which are related unani- 
moufly by the Ancients * to have been per- 
formed by Prayer y and invoking the Name of 
yefus^ and by Impojition of Hands^ does the 
Dodor think might probably be cured by a 
wet Finger, by the natural Ponver and Effica^ 
cy of OH? The Doftor's Faith I own is much 
greater than mine : and I cannot help thinks 
ing but that, if all or any Difeafes before- 
mentioned were anciently cured by the natu^ 
ral Power and Efficacy of Oil^ it would hav© 
the fame EifFeds now, and we might fee all 
kinds of Difeafes both of Body and Mind 
cured every Day by the Application of it : 
and fuch EfFc^s I Oiopld \>i fb credulous as to 
think real Miracles. And therefore the Doc- 
tor is cither fhewing us a Way of working, 
perpetual Miracles withcJut a Miracle by a 
rightly prepared Oil, of Vhich he only has 
the Receipt, and flioutd he^difcover it, he 
might ruin the whole Faculty of Phyfic : of 
elfe in an unreafonable 'Oppofition to Mira- 
cles he is propagating a Superfticion and Cre- 
dulity equal to that of the moft bigotted 
Pagan or Papifr. For he that can believe 
Oil alone of fufficient I\)wer and Efficacy to 
cure the Maladies and Difeafes claimed to b^ 
cured by the primitive Church, muft be pre* 
pared to believe the moft abfurd ^nd iv^i^o^^ 

• Sec Iren.lib. 2. p. 164, 166. Orig. cont, Celt lib, 3, 
p. 124- ' 
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blc Fidions, rather than give Credit to the 
bcft attefted Truth. 

But left Oil fhould not be thought fuffici- 
ent; the Doftor believes that the primitive 
Chriftians ufed the fame v^^icked and idola- 
trous Arts which the Heathens made Ufe of 
when they pretended to cure the fame Dif- 
eafes : which Arts the Chriftians conftantly 
afcribed to the Power of Daemons. 

Now is it not very candid and charitable in 
aChriftian Dodortofuppofe it probable that the 
Cures vwought. by the primitive Chriftians in 
the beft and pureft Ages next after that of the 
Apoftles were performed by Arts which they 
themfelves believed to be diabolical? The Doc- 
tor rnuft know that the Chriftians always de- 
tefted thefe Arts, and challenged the Pagans^ 
who acciifed them with the fame Malignity 
tTiat he does, to give any Inftance or Proof of 
the Charge, which in a Pagan was alrfurd and 
malicious, and is mjieh more fo ina Chriftian^ 
The primitive Chriftians always iufifted that* 
the Cures they wrought were real and effec- 
tual, and heve^ afBi<9:edfthe Patients any more : 
But thofe of the Pj§*^«i, were either abfolute 
l!.ies and Forgery ; or elfe, though fometimes 
by their Arts they gave Relief, yet the Difor- 
ders brake but again, and the Perfons were 
Jlever perfectly Cured. So that the Dodor is 
guilty of grofs Prevarication and Falf- 
Eood in faying, that the accounts , of the jin^ 
Ipients^ themfelves tejify^ that the Gift of caji- 
ingout Devils could not nvork a perfeSt Cure in 
iiny : for vvhigh Aflertion he has not the leaft 
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Evidence, and by it contradids at Random 
the Teftimony and Accounts of all the Pri- 
mitive Fathers of the Church, who aflert the 
contrary of their own Knowledge. And the 
Dodior is forced to fly for Evidence, for Dae- 
moniacs not being cured at once, and per- 
haps not at all, to the Pradtife of Exorcifts in^ 
the later Ages of the Church, which he knows 
is nothing to the Purpofe. 

It is not pretended that the Gift of Mira- 
cles continued in all Ages of the Church. As 
there was a Beginning of them, Yo there was 
an. End : and when true Miracles ceafedi 
falfe and forged ones were pretended. And 
as the real and true Miracles wrought in the 
primitive Church were in the fupport of true 
Religion, and the true Chriflian Dodtrine una- 
nimoufly taught and pradtifed, and preferved 
uncorrupt both in Faith and Worfliip : So 
when the Chriftian Religion began to be cor- 
rupted by Error and Superftition, falfe Mira- 
cles were fet up to fupport thefe Corruptions : 
and it is by no Means fair in the Doftor to 
confound the pure lincorrupted primitive 
Church next after the Times of the Apoftles, 
with the corrupt later Ages of it. This Me- 
thod tends to miflead the ignorant and mxwa* 
ry, but not to promote Truth arid a rational 
free Enquiry. 

Laftly; P. 119, lao, &c. the Dodlor lays 
great ftrefs on the Oift of Tongues not being 
pretended (except by Irenaus) to have conti- 
nued with the other miraculous Gifts after the 
Times of the Apoftles: and intimates the 
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Want of this to be alone fufHcicnt to <Jvef^ 
throw the Credit of all other Miracles be* 
fides ; as if this Gift was more efpecially ne- 
ceffary than any oth^. In this Argument he 
feems to triumph. Yet fuch an unlucky Rea- 
foner is the Dodtor, that this very Gift of* 
Tongues being rarely mentioned, and proba- 
bly as rarely found, docs, on the contrary to 
his reafoning^ add to rather than difcredit the 
Evidence and Teftimony of all the other Mi- 
racles claimed to fubfift in the primitive 
Church. For the Gift of Tongues was of all 
others the Icaft neceffary to be contumed after 
Chriftianity had been propagated by it in eve* 
ry Country of the Roman Empire j and Num- 
bers were converted to it in all Countries} 
and able to talk the Language of their own Na- 
tion without Infpiration. As the Dodtor would 
laugh at an Englijhman pretending to the Gift 
of Tongues in Order to preach amongft his 
Countrymen ; fo his Argument being exaftly 
the fame, muft be ridiculous alfo. 

In Order to a Conclufion, 1 (hall fet before 
the Reader what the primitive Writers relate 
for the Truth of the Miracles wf ought in the 
Church in the Ages after that of the Apoftles :• 
and what they allcdgc for their oWn Veracity 
and Sincerity. 

I have (hewn the unqueftionable Validity 
and Truth of the Miracle wrought at the 
Mariyrdom of P^/)r^2fr/* about half a Century 
after the Death of St. John^ and attefted by 
the Church of Smyrna^ where he fuiFered, 
and thoufands faw the Miracle^ 

' Jujiin 



jfufiin Martyr was contemporary with tli€l 
ktter Time of Polycarp^ and is very full in 
his Relation of Miracles done by Chriftians 
every where in his Time, and of his own 
Knowledge, But he fays no one could conviSl 
tbem of the Love of Money ^ or of Fain-glory^ 
or ofPleafure^ (Dialog, p. 3 16.) yet the Doc- 
tor reprefehts them "^juggling Strollers ^ who 
rambled every where with a Pretence of work- 
ing Miracles, to get Fame and Money. But 
the Martyr infifts upon the Purity and holy 
Converfation of Chriftians : and obferves tha£ 
they were afperfed as leud Impoftors, on Ac- 
count of the Impurities, and the impious and 
blafphemous Dodlrines of the Heretics who 
Were the DIfciples of Simon MaguSj and other 
atheiftical Men, who took upon thcmfelves 
the Chriftian Profeffion, and taught in the 
Name of Chrift Atbeijiicaly Blafphemous^ and 
wicked DoSlrines fuggejled to tbem by a diaboli-- 
cal Spirit. Yet the Dcdtor, after the Exam- 
ple of Jews and Pagans, has alperfed the fin- 
cere Chriftians of that Age, with ufing in 
their pretended Miracles^ (as he thinks them) 
the diabolical Arts of thefe Heretics. 

Irenaus who lived not long after yujiin 
fays ; * the Difciples of Simon and Carpocrates^ 
and all fuck others who are pretended to have a 
Power of working Miracles ^ are confuted: 
hecaufe the Works they perform are not done by 
the Power of God ^^ nor are true Miracles^ and 
wrought for the Good of Men: but tend to 

• Adv. H«r«. lib. 2. c. 3t, 32* cdh. Bencdifl. 
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hurt and deceive them by magical Elufums and 
Prauds ; and bring more Mtfcbief than Bene^ 
ft to tbofe who credit them^ by feducing and 
leading them into Error. For they cannot give 
Sight to the Blind, nor Hearing to the Deaf^ 

nor drive aivay all Damons nor heal the 

Weak^ Lame, and Paralytic : nor rejlore Sound-^ 
nefs and Health to the Infirm and Difeafed. 

But the true Difciples ofChrijl receiving 

Grace from him, do tn his Name exercife the 
Gifts which they have received from him for 
the Benefit of Mankind. For fome cafi out 
Damons fo utterly, that the Perfons being 
delivered from the wicked Spirits which pof 
fefied them, often become Believers, and are 
admitted into the GhurcL Others have the 
Foreknowledge of Things to come ; and receive 
Vifions, and utter Prophecies. Others by Im^ 
pofitipn of Hands cure and make perfeSify found 
thofe who are afili£led with Maladies. And as 
If aid before, Perfons have been raifed from 
the Dead, and have lived with us after Jor 
many Tears. And it is impoffible to enumerate 
the miraculous Gifts which the Church in all 
Parts of the World having received from God, 
do in the Name of Jefus Chrifi exercife every 
Day for the Benefit and Relief of the Gentiles, 
without deceiving any. Or taking Money of 
them. Nor does it ufe Invocations of Angels, 
or Enchantments, or any curious and wicked 
Arts : but fending up public Prayers to God the 
Maker of all ^things with Sincerity and Pu^ 
rity, and invoking the Name of our Lord Je-- 
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fus Chrijiy exercifeth its Power of Miracles^, 
not tofeduce, but to do good to Men. 

Tertullian * alfo defies the Pagans to fliew 
that the Chtiftians caft out Daemons by any 
magic Art or Delufion. 

After him in the third Century Ortgen 
•f fays that the Power of working Miracles 
fubfifted in his Time. And that Difeafes wfcrc 
miraculoufly cared by invoking God Supreme 

over ally and the Name ofjefus and fays he, 

1 tnyfelf bavefeen many thus cured of grievous 
Maladies -y Melancholy^ Madnejs^ and other in- 
numerable Difeafes y ivhich neither Men nor Da^ 
mons could cure. And to the Charge of Celfus 
pretending that Chriftians ufed Incantations 
and Invocations of Daemons, he defpifcs it 
as mere fenfclefs Calumny : and fays there 
could not be the leaf fufpicion ofChrifians prac- 
tifing magic Arts. Qrigen alfo j|obfcrvcs, 
that fo great and univerfal was the Power of 
Chriftians in curing Daemoijiacs by invoking^ 
the Name of Jefus qnly^ that Chriftians of the 
hwefi Rank (/. e. unlearned) frequently caft 
out Danwns without the fruitlefs Art of Ma^ 
gic or Enchantment^ but by Prayer and Adju-- 
. ration only. 

You fee the Doctor's wonderful Oil is not 
mentioned; and it was very rarely ufed in 
miraculous Cures. Ortgen was a Man, who 
of all others was leaft liable to be deceived 

* Apol. c. 23. 

+ Lib. 2. Adv. Celf. p. 80. lib. 3. p.. 124. lib* 1. p. 7. liU 
(J. p. 302. 

II Adv. Celf. lib. 7. p. 334. 
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himfclf, or to deceive others. He knew per- 
feftly well the Power of Magic and Incanta- 
tion praftifed by the Heathens, and how lit- 
tle could be cfFedted by them : and at the 
iame Time he faw the Superior Power of 
Chriftian Miraculous Gifts, in curing, by- 
Prayer to God, and invoking the Name of 
Jefus, the diftrefled Pagans of all kinds of 
Maladies, both of Body and Mind, which 
their own Daemons and all their Magic Arts 
could not relieve. And 9s he was too learned 
and fagacious to be impofed upon by any De- 
lufion; fo his Piety, Integrity, and uncor- 
rupted Purity both of Faith and Manners 
fecured him from any Sufpiqion of deceiving 
Others. He fo much detefted Fraud and Ly- 
ing in fupport of the Chriftian Caufe j that 
he defpifcd the Charge of it thrown upoa 
Chriftians, not only as calumnious, but as rw 
diculous and abfurd. So that if we had no 
other Teftimony but that of Origen^ for thQ 
Reality and Truth of Miracles " being conti- 
nued to be wrought in the Church from the 
Age of the Apoftles to his own Time j this 
would be fufficient to give Credit to them, 
and to expofe the Weakn?fs of gU Oppofition 
to the Belief of them, 

Indeed nothing can be more abfurd and 
foolKh as weil as calumnious than to allcdge, 
or even to fufpeft that the Miraculous Gifts 
and Works of the primitive Chriftians were 
the EfFefts pf Magic or any dclufivc Arts ; 
which they owned were forbidden by their 
Pivine Religion, and were always abhorred 
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flfid detefted by all Sncere Chriftiami fo that 
^is Charge always was^ and always will be 
in&mous and contemptible* 
' Many more Tefiimonies might be ofiered, 
but as the Dodor has not bben able to invali-^ 
date the Tcftimony of any one of the primi- 
tive Writers, or to give ady Argument or 
Inftance of Fraud or Impofture in any one 
Adkacle related to be wrought in the Church 
to the Time of Origen^ or the middle of thb 
third Century^ all he has offered on the Sub<* 
jed is fufiiciently confuted. 

Thus I have confidered, with that free En*' 
i|ttiry which the Dodor recommends, all the 
material Things in his Book relating to the 
{Mrimitive Church, and the Evidence afforded 
l&oiti the Teflimony of the primkive Father^ 
ibr the Gift of Miracles continuing for one 
Century and an half after the Times of the 
Apoftles. 

And I freely leave it to every impartial 
Reader and free Enquirer to judge whether 
the Doftor basjhewn that we have no fufficient 
Reajbn to believe upon the Authority of the prU 
mitive Fathers, that miraculous Powers conti- 
nued in the Church after the Days of the 
Apoftles, ^ ' ^ ^ 

I have neither Leifure or Inclination to 
proceed farther in examining the learned Doc- 
tor's Work: but from the Specimen I have 
given in the preceding Remarks, it appears 
that the Dodlor is not that fair and free En- 
quirer and Lover of Sincerity and Truth, 
which he would have us think him to be. 
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In what I have examined I have found na-y 
thing of real, Argument or folid Literature; 
]but a great deal of very bad Reafoning ; and 
w Ji.it is worle, • grofs Mifyeprefentations of 
Fads ; and a very.uncandid and unmanly 
.Treatmept pf learned, honcft, and pious Men, 
whom without a Shadow of Evidence he has 
treated as Enthujiajis; Cheats and . Forgerers ; 
but whona tl;eir greateft and moft inveterable 
V'^^tmt^y Pagans y Jews ^ andmqft infamous 
.peretics could never conviftof theleaftjFr^i/^, 
Deceit, or bad Praftice, Men who werip hor 
ly in their I^ives, purp and uncorrupt in their 
Faith and Worfliip ; who did pothing for 
worldly Intercft, for Money or Vain-glory, 
pr to obtain a Dominion oyer the Faith and 
Confciences of their Fellow-Chriftians, who 
profefled the Faith of the Gofpel with Truth 
and Sincerity ; >nd (}ied glorioiifly for the 
Caufe of it. They had, it is confeffed, their 
Weakneffes and Errors in Judgment ; received 
Traditions not always well grounded j and be- 
ing fallible mifunderflood the meaning of fome 
Texts of Scripture. But for this to charge 
them with Forgery and Impojiure ; with lying. 
and pradifing the worft Arts of Heathens, 
which were Idolatrous and Diabolical,, in De- 
fence of that Religion which was from God, 
and oppofite to thefe Pradifes ; this is fo hard 1 

as well as abfurd a Charge, as could fcarce be j 

made by the moft ignorant and obftinate Un- ^ 
believer. . .] 

What J have ofRrcid againft the Doctor, is ' 

far from proceeding from any Prejudice ; hut 

it 



